Is sustained production of tumor necrosis factor-alpha relevant to the development of pustular psoriasis?
Tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-alpha) has been implicated as one of the critical mediators of psoriasis. Evidence for an important role on the progression of the disease is increasing, while recent clinical studies have suggested its beneficial role in the disease. Based on the results of our sequential analysis of the serum cytokine levels in a patient with pustular psoriasis, we speculate that immunologic effects of constitutive local release of TNF-alpha may be quite different from those of its systemic injection.